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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


October,  1993  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied  for 
membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  December  1,  1993,  then- 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 


2424-MT  Cruz  Guerra,  Calle  Principal  #52,  La  Sabanita,  P.  O.  Box  477,  Bolivar 
8001,  Venezuela 

(Canada,  Latin  America,  Curasao,  Spain,  U.S.A.) 


2425  L.  D.  Mitchell,  Box  5100,  Laurel  Station,  Laurel,  MD  20726-5100 

2426-MT  Thomas  Michael  Noon,  1409  67th  St.  West,  Birmingham,  AL  35228 

(German  & Austrian  Coinage  esp.  Silver  of  pre-20th  Century) 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 

Dan  Farek 


SJ20.FarD:  1993:SMPRC 
FAREK,  DAN 

An  identification  guide  to  selected  medals  of  the  People’s  Republic  of 
China. 

Pub.  1993,  21pp,  illus. 

John  L.  Pieratt 


QB60.PieJ:X993:VHN 
PIERATT,  JOHN  L. 

Vietnam  5000  Dong  Hell  Notes.  (Includes  Chinese  burial  notes.) 
Pub.  1993,  15pp,  illus. 

Dale  Seppa 

AA45.AmuJ:1985:NCCAH 

AMUCHASTEGUI,  J.  A.  PEREZ/CASS AN1,  JORGE  LUIS 
La  numismatica  como  ciencia  auxiliar  de  la  historia. 

Pub.  1985,  23pp,  not  illus. 
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WC70.FoxP:R97 1 :RP 
FOX,  PAUL 

The  Reformation  of  Poland. 

1971  reprint  of  1924  work,  153pp,  not  illus. 

WC30.IslK:R975:ESNI 

ISLES,  KEITH  S./CUTHBERT,  NORMAN 

An  Economic  Survey  of  Northern  Ireland. 

1975  reprint  of  1957  work,  646pp,  not  illus. 

WB30.WhiH:R968:MBIAH 
WHITE,  HORACE 

Money  and  Banking  Illustrated  by  American  History. 

1968  reprint  of  1895  work,  488pp,  illus. 

II.  Cataloging  books  is  normally  a straight  forward  event,  but  sometimes  it  can  be 
as  mentally  stimulating  as  a search  for  a unique  coin.  We  use  the  American 
Numismatic  Association’s  "Library  Classification  System"  (i.e.  WB30  on  the  last  item 
above)  which  has  drawbacks,  but  it  was  the  only  action  on  the  block  at  the  time  we 
started  cataloging  our  library.  After  years  of  use  the  weaknesses  of  the  ANA 
"Classification  System"  are  readily  apparent,  and  it  would  be  very  nice  if  it  could  be 
revamped,  but  like  the  "Dewey  Decimal  System",  once  you  have  committed  your 
library  to  that  classification  it  takes  considerable  time,  money,  and  effort  to  change. 
ANA  has  been  very  accommodating  in  allowing  us  to  expand  existing  categories,  so 
the  need  to  pressure  them  to  revamp,  on  our  part,  has  not  been  critical.  The  main 
drawback  is  that  other  libraries  are  not  using  the  ANA  system  because  of  its 
weaknesses,  and  thus  we  lack  a "universal  subject  index"  which  would  make  it  easier 
to  do  inter-library  research.  This  is  a long  way  around  to  explain  why  John  Pieratt’s 
latest  work  on  Vietnamese  and  Chinese  burial  money  created  a stir.  We  had  no  idea 
where  to  catalog  it.  After  a hurried  call  to  the  ANA  Librarian  we  mutually  decided 
to  consider  it  "odd  and  curious"  and  catalog  it  under  "QB60  - Primitive  Money,  Asia 
and  Pacific."  If  anyone  can  think  of  a better  location,  please  let  me  know. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

RULES  FOR  SUBMITTING  MATERIAL  TO  THE  NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE 


The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items  for  attribution.  The  following  mles  must 
be  complied  with  when  sending  material  for  attribution. 

1.  Members  may  submit  a maximum  of  ten  (10)  items  per  shipment. 

2.  Members  may  send  one  shipment  during  the  January-June  period  and  one 
shipment  during  the  July-December  period. 
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3.  Members  must  send  the  shipment  to:  N1  Attribution  Service 

P.  O.  Box  670013 
Dallas,  Texas  75367-0013 

4.  Members  must  send  a letter  stating  how  many  items  are  included  in  the 
shipment,  the  amount  of  return  postage  included,  and  any  other  pertinent 
information  or  special  instructions. 

5.  Each  item  must  be  in  it’s  own  holder,  envelope,  2x2  envelope  or  flip  and 
must  be  identified  with  a number  from  1 to  10  and  the  member’s  name  on  the 
holder. 

6.  Items  must  be  sent  for  attribution  for  identification  only.  NO  ESTIMATES 
OF  VALUE  will  be  given. 

7.  Items  sent  for  attribution  will  be  returned  within  45  days  of  receipt. 

8.  We  will  endeavor  to  attribute  or  identify  each  item  sent  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  our  present  attribution  personnel  are  lacking  in  expert 
knowledge  in  Arabic,  Indian  Native  States  and  Ancient  coinage.  We  are 
striving  to  recruit  personnel  who  are  knowledgeable  in  these  areas. 

Dr.  Howard  L.  Ford 
Attribution  Chairman 


MEXICO  PAPER  MONEY  "DO  YOU  KNOW"  SERIES 

Ed  Shlieker 

Do  you  know  that  Pancho  Francisco  Villa’s  name  appears  on  his  first  issue  of  paper 
currency  in  1913?  He  was  the  famous  bandito  General  and  for  the  first  time  was  in 
control  of  the  Mexican  government.  Villa’s  notes  varied  in  size  according  to  the 
value  and  the  larger  notes  were  called  "Sabanas  or  Sabanas  de  Villa",  translated  to 
"bed  sheet".  The  50  and  100  pesos  notes  measured  4x8  inches! 

******************** ************************************************ 


"AES" 

Brass  and  copper  were  the  first  metals  used  by  the  Romans  as  money  and  so  the  word 
"Aes"  became  synonymous  with  all  money,  either  gold  or  silver.  The  first  Roman 
money  was  and  is  still  called  "Aes  Grave",  then  came  "Aes  Rude",  and  the  "Aes 
Signatum." 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  ARGENTINEAN  1000  A COIN  COMMEMORATING 
THE  DISCOVERY  OF  AMERICA 

Wolfgang  Bertsch,  G under nhausen,  Germany,  NI  # 2067 

Amidst  the  many  spectacular  activities  with  which  Spain  commemorated  the  discovery 
of  America,  a more  modest  numismatic  project  was  hardly  noticed  by  the  world:  the 
Mint  of  Madrid  suggested  the  issue  of  a silver  coin  which  should  be  minted  by  Spain 
and  all  Latin  American  countries  and  share  a similar  obverse  showing  the  coat  of 
arms  of  the  issuing  country  in  the  center  and  the  national  emblems  of  all  other 
countries  who  agreed  to  participate  in  the  coinage  issue  arranged  around.  The  design 
of  the  reverse  of  the  coin  should  be  left  to  the  taste  of  each  country.  In  all,  thirteen 
Latin  American  countries  agreed  to  participate  in  a project  which  has  no  precedent. 


Fig.  1 

The  reverse  design  of  the  coin  issued  by  Argentina  (Fig.  1)  is  inspired  by  the  famous 
"Pillar  Dollar"  which  was  minted  in  almost  all  mints  in  eighteenth  century  Spanish 
America.  In  the  center  we  see  two  globes,  representing  the  New  World  to  the  left 
and  the  Old  World  with  Spain  in  the  center  to  the  right.  The  two  globes  are  flanked 
by  the  two  columns  of  Hercules,  i.e.  Rock  of  Gibraltar  and  the  Atlas  Mountains  in 
Morocco  which  marked  the  gate  to  the  unknown  world  before  the  discovery  of 
America.  Two  ribbons  draped  around  the  columns  display  the  Latin  words  "PLUS 
ULTRA"  which  mean  "(there  is)  more  beyond". 

Above  the  two  globes  is  seen  the  sun,  referring  to  the  Incaic  sun  god  Inti  (Peru 
introduced  a new  currency  called  Inti  in  1985  - recently  replaced  by  the  familiar  "Sol" 
which  also  means  "sun")  which  figured  already  on  the  silver  coinage  of  the  Potosi 
mint,  issued  in  1813  and  1815  when  this  town  was  occupied  by  troops  of  the 
independence  movement  (see  Craig  numbers  C 11  to  C 15.2).  Four  crowns  form  an 
arch  above  the  sun  and  symbolize  the  four  Vice  Kingdoms  which  existed  in  Spanish 
America:  Mexico,  New  Grenada,  Peru  and  Rio  de  la  Plata.  The  four  stars,  two  on 
either  side  of  the  columns,  represent  the  four  "Capitanias  Generales":  Chile,  Cuba, 
Guatemala  and  Venezuela.  The  legend  around  reads:  ENCUENTRO  DE  DOS 
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MUNDOS  1492  - 1992  ("Two  worlds  meet  1492  - 1992").  This  legend  had  also 
been  suggested  by  Spain. 

The  obverse  shows  the  Argentinean  coat  of  arms  in  the  center,  surrounded  by  the 
legend:  REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA  ^ 1000  : 1991  within  two  dotted  circles. 

Around  this  are  arranged  the  thirteen  coats  of  arms  of  the  countries  which  participated 
in  the  common  coin  issue.  Following  the  alphabetical  order  of  the  countries  names 
and  starting  at  12  o’clock  (proceeding  clock-wise)  we  see  the  national  arms  of: 
Bolivia,  Brazil,  Colombia,  Cuba,  Chile,  Ecuador,  Spain  (Espaha),  Mexico,  Nicaragua, 
Peru,  Portugal,  Uruguay  and  Venezuela. 

50,000  coins  were  minted  in  the  Casa  de  la  Moneda  (mint)  of  Santiago  de  Chile 
whose  mark  can  be  noticed  at  the  lower  right  of  the  right  column  on  the  reverse  of 
the  coin.  The  measurements  of  the  coin  are  also  inspired  by  the  "Pillar  Dollar": 
weight  27g,  diameter  40mm. 

This  beautiful  Argentinean  coin  was  designed  by  Carlos  Pedro  Rodriguez  Dufour  who 
is  employed  by  Argentinian  Central  Bank  and  is  also  the  designer  of  Argentina’s 
latest  "centavos"  coin  series  issued  in  1992. 

Mr.  Rodriguez  had  also  submitted  interesting  variants  of  the  reverse  design  of  the  coin 
which  I illustrate  below  as  Figs.  2-9. 

The  design  in  Fig.  2 shows  in  addition  the  denomination  (in  Australes):  1000"  is 

fitted  between  "1492"  and  "1992". 


Fig.  3 is  as  Fig.  1 , but  the  syllable  "DE"  of  the  legend  is  given  as  monogram:  D. 

Fig.  4:  Now  the  denomination  ’=A=ri000"  covers  part  of  the  sea  below  the  two  globes 
and  in  the  legend  appears  the  figure  500  with  a crown  above.  The  right  globes  shows 
only  part  of  Africa  and  Europe,  Spain  forming  the  center  of  the  Old  World. 
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Fig.  4 Fig.  5 

Fig.  5 is  similar  to  Fig.  3,  but  without  the  '4Ae-  1000"  and  with  the  figure  500  and 
crown  on  top. 

Fig.  6 introduces  a completely  new  legend:  QUINTO  CENTENARIO  (fifth 

centennial)  together  with  the  monogrammed  B\s  for  Buenos  Aires  and  the  figure  500 
with  crown  above. 


Fig.  6 


Fig.  7 


Fig.  7 has  the  same  legend  as  Fig.  6 and  suggests  a more  Spanish  approach  to  the 
subject:  The  Incaic  sun  has  been  replaced  by  the  Spanish  crown. 


Mr.  Rodriguez  submitted  also  two  totally  different  designs  for  the  reverse  of  the  coin: 


Fig.  8 shows  the  Incaic  goddess  Pachamama  spreading  her  right  arm  over  several 
standing  Indios  and  her  left  over  the  Spaniards.  The  young  couple  which  partly 
covers  the  legs  of  the  goddess  symbolizes  the  mixing  of  the  two  races.  This  design, 
showing  the  naked  breasts  of  the  goddess,  was  found  too  daring  in  a predominantly 
catholic  country. 
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Fig.  8 


Fig.  9 


The  design  of  Fig.  9 shows  the  head  of  an  Indio  and  that  of  a conqueror,  both  in 
profile  which  symbolizes  the  encounter  of  two  worlds.  More  concretely  one  could 
see  in  the  Indio  head  a portrait  of  Atahualpa,  the  Inca  ruler  who  was  treacherously 
executed  by  the  Spaniards  while  the  Spaniard  could  represent  Francisco  Pizarro,  the 
ruthless  conqueror  of  Peru. 

C.  Rodriguez  also  submitted  two  alternative  designs  for  the  obverse  of  the  coin. 


Fig.  10  Fig.  11 


In  Fig.  10  the  thirteen  arms  would  have  been  arranged  close  around  the  coat  of  arms 
of  Argentina,  while  on  Fig.  1 1 they  would  have  been  separated  from  the  latter  by  the 
legend. 

Note  and  Reference: 


My  thanks  go  to  Mr.  Carlos  Rodriguez  Dufour  for  kindly  allowing  me  to  reproduce 
his  coin  designs. 

Marfa  del  Carmen  Magaz  and  Marfa  Beatriz  Arevalo,  "La  Moneda  Commemorativa 
del  Quinto  Centenario  del  Descubrimiento  de  America".  Cuadernos  de  Numismatica 
y Ciencias  Historicas,  Vol.  XIX,  Nr.  84  (Buenos  Aires,  Oct.  1992),  pp.47-50. 
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Alphabetical  Listing  of  "Conder  Tokens" 
by  Cities  and  Towns  of  Great  Britain 

Joseph  Zaffern,  Southfield,  Michigan,  NI  # 2028 

Collectors  of  Conder  tokens  of  Great  Britain  (England,  Scotland,  Wales  and  Ireland) 
have  a difficult  time  in  locating  their  tokens  in  the  standard  references  published  by 
Seaby’s  Numismatic  Publications  Ltd.  All  these  references  list  the  tokens  by  shires 
instead  of  by  city  or  town  first  For  instance  if  you  locate  a token  from  Deal  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  find  the  piece  in  the  reference  as  it  would  be  listed  as  follows: 
Kent  - Deal  - 1/2  Penny,  etc. 

Over  the  years  I have  made  up  my  own  partial  index  listing  the  tokens  by  city  or 
town  first.  This  makes  it  much  easier  to  locate  the  origin  of  the  token  for  someone 
not  all  that  familiar  with  the  geography  of  Great  Britain. 


These  tokens  were  issued  in  the  late  18th  and  early  19th  century  to  alleviate  a 
shortage  of  copper  coinage.  An  Act  was  passed  in  1817  prohibiting  their  manufacture 
and  any  persons  who  had  issued  any  were  obliged  to  redeem  them  by  the  end  of  that 
year.  The  tokens  were  originally  described  and  numbered  by  the  Rev.  James  Conder, 
and  collectors  consequently  refer  to  them  as  the  Conder  Tokens. 


Abergavenny,  Monmouth 
Anglesey,  Wales 
Aylesbury,  Buckingham 
Banbury,  Northampton 
Basingstoke,  Hampshire 
Beccles,  Suffolk 
Benenden,  Kent 
Bermondsey,  Surrey 
Beverley,  York 
Birmingham,  Warwick 
Bradford,  York 
Brechin,  Scotland 
Brimscombe  Port,  Gloucester 
Brookland,  Kent 
Burntisland,  Scotland 
Burton,  Stafford 
Calton,  Scotland 
Canterbury,  Kent 
Charleville  Forest,  Ireland 
Cheadle,  Stafford 
Cheltenham,  Gloucester 
Chester,  Cheshire 
Coalbrook  Dale,  Northampton 
Coleraine,  Ireland 
Coventry,  Warwick 
Cronebane,  Ireland 


Andover,  Hampshire 
Appledore,  Kent 
Aylsham,  Norfolk 
Barnsley,  York 
Bath,  Somerset 
Bedale,  York 
Benhall,  Suffolk 

Berwicke  Main,  Northumberland 

Bilston,  Stafford 

Blything,  Suffolk 

Braintree,  Essex 

Brighton  Camp,  Sussex 

Bristol,  Somerset 

Bungay,  Suffolk, 

Burslem,  Stafford 
Bury,  Suffolk 
Cambridge,  Cambridge 
Carmathen,  Wales 
Chatteris,  Cambridge 
Chelmsford,  Essex 
Chesham,  Buckingham 
Chichester,  Sussex 
Colchester,  Essex 
Cornwall,  Cornwall 
Crewkeme,  Somerset 
Croydon,  Surrey 
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Darleston,  Stafford 
Deptford,  Kent 
Devonshire,  Devon 
Doncaster,  York 
Dublin,  Ireland 
Dundee,  Scotland 
Dunkirk,  Somerset 
Eastbourne,  Sussex 
Edinburgh,  Scotland 
Enniscorthy,  Wexford 
Falmouth,  Cornwall 
Flint,  Wales 
Frant,  Sussex 
Gateshead,  Durham 
Glanclywedog,  Wales 
Gloucester,  Gloucester 
Goudhurst,  Kent 
Halesowen,  Shropshire 
Hamilton,  Scotland 
Hawkhurst,  Kent 
Holt,  Wiltshire 
Hoxne,  Suffolk 
Hull,  York 
Ilchester,  Somerset 
Ipswich,  Suffolk 
Kendal,  Westmorland 
Kirkcaldy,  Scotland 
Lancaster,  Lancaster 
Leek,  Stafford 
Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedford 
Lichfield,  Stafford 
Loch  Leven,  Scotland 
Lowestoft,  Suffolk 
Lye,  Worcester 
Maidstone,  Kent 
Malton,  York 
Menlough  Castle,  Ireland 
Montrose,  Scotland 
Newcastle,  Northumberland 
Newent,  Gloucester 
Newport,  Hampshire 
Northampton,  Northampton 
North  Wales,  Wales 
Nottingham,  Nottingham 
Perry  Barr,  Stafford 
Petersfield,  Hampshire 
Poole,  Dorset 
Portsmouth,  Hampshire 


Deal,  Kent 
Devizes,  Wiltshire 
Dolcoath  Mine,  Cornwall 
Dover,  Kent 
Dudley,  Worcester 
Dunfermline,  Scotland 
Dymchurch,  Kent 
East  Grinstead,  Sussex 
Emsworth,  Hampshire 
Exeter,  Devon 
Faversham,  Kent 
Forfar,  Scotland 
Gatehouse,  Scotland 
Glamorgan,  Wales 
Glasgow,  Scotland 
Gosport,  Hampshire 
Guildford,  Surrey 
Halsall,  Lancaster 
Haverhill,  Suffolk 
Hereford,  Hereford 
Hornchurch,  Essex 
Huddersfield,  York 
Hythe,  Kent 
Inverness,  Scotland 
Keighley,  York 
Kidderminster,  Worcester 
Lamberhurst,  Kent 
Leeds,  York 
Leigh,  Essex 
Leith,  Scotland 
Liverpool,  Lancaster 
London  Road,  Surrey 
Low  Hall,  Cumberland 
Macclesfield,  Cheshire 
Maldon,  Essex 
Manchester,  Lancaster 
Monmouth,  Monmouth 
Newark,  Nottingham 
Newcastle,  Stafford 
Newmarket,  Cambridge 
Newton,  Warwick 
Northiam,  Sussex 
Norwich,  Norfolk 
Penryn,  Cornwall 
Perth,  Scotland 
Plymouth,  Devon 
Portsea,  Hampshire 
Redditch,  Worcester 
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Richmond,  Surrey 
Romney,  Kent 
St.  Davids,  Wales 
Sandwich,  Kent 
Sedbury,  Gloucester 
Sherborne,  Dorset 
Sleaford,  Lincoln 
Southampton,  Hampshire 
South  Wales,  Wales 
Stafford,  Stafford 
Staverton,  Wiltshire 
Stortford,  Hereford 
Stratford,  Warwick 
Swansea,  Wales 
Taunton,  Somerset 
Tenterden,  Kent 
Wainfleet,  Lincoln 
Walthamstow,  Essex 
Warley  Camp,  Essex 
West  Bromwich,  Stafford 
West  Wheal  Mine,  Cornwall 
Whitehaven,  Cumberland 
Wiltshhire,  Wiltshire 
Withymoor,  Stafford 
Wolverhampton,  Stafford 
Wroxham,  Norfolk 
Yeovil,  Somerset 


Rochdale,  Lancaster 
Rugeley,  Stafford 
Salisbury,  Wiltshire 
Scorrier  House,  Cornwall 
Sheffield,  York 
Shrewsbury,  Northampton 
Somerset,  Somerset 
South  Shields,  Durham 
Spalding,  Lincoln 
Staplehurst,  Kent 
Stockton,  Durham 
Strabane,  Ireland 
Sudbury,  Suffolk 
Tamworth,  Stafford 
Tavistock,  Devon 
Tunstead,  Norfolk 
Walsall,  Stafford 
Walworth,  Surrey 
Wednesbury,  Stafford 
West  Cowes,  Hampshire 
Weybridge,  Surrey 
Wilkinson,  Warwick 
Winchelsea,  Sussex 
Wiveliscombe,  Somerset 
Worcester,  Worcester 
Yarmouth,  Norfolk 
York,  York 


References: 

British  Tokens  and  Their  Values,  edited  by  Peter  Seaby  & Monica  Bussell.  Seaby’s 
Numismatic  Publications  Ltd.  London  1970. 

Coins  and  Tokens  of  Ireland,  compiled  by  Peter  Seaby.  Seaby’s  Numismatic 
Publications  Ltd.  London  1970. 

Coins  and  Tokens  of  Scotland,  compiled  by  P.  Frank  Purvey.  Seaby’s  Numismatic 
Publications  Ltd.  London  1972. 

Albert  R.  Frey,  Dictionary  of  Numismatic  Names  with  addenda,  Spink  & Son  Ltd.  and 
Organisation  of  International  Numismatics.  London  1973. 

Rand  McNally  New  Century  World  Atlas.  Rand  McNally  & Company.  1986.  USA. 

Rand  McNally  World  Atlas,  Imperial  Edition.  Rand  McNally  & Company.  1968. 
USA. 


232 


MORE  ON  BENT  AND  ENGRAVED  COINS 


Bob  Forrest,  Manchester,  England,  Nl  #2382 

Further  to  my  article  on  bent  coins  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  February,  1993  (pp.33- 
37),  I have  heard  from  a number  of  sources  (1)  that  many  coins  were  bent  as  love 
tokens.  Some  were  bent  once,  or  "bowed",  but  apparently  the  usual  method  was  to 
bend  the  coip  twice  so  that  when  viewed  edge-on  it  formed  an  elongated  Z shape. 
The  bending  is  supposed  to  have  been  done  so  as  to  prevent  the  keepsake  passing, 
inadvertently  or  otherwise,  back  into  circulation,  but  I am  not  wholly  convinced  by 
this  explanation  myself  (why  bend  it  twice,  for  example?).  Incidentally,  the  custom 
of  bending  coins  like  this  seems  to  have  prevailed  from  about  the  16th  century  to  the 
19th. 

This  brings  me  to  the  engraved  token  I published  as  Fig.  1 in  the  NI  BULLETIN  for 
January,  1993  (p.tl).  It  is  reproduced  here  again. 


Since  writing  my  article  I have  come  to  wonder  if  this  curious  piece  might  not  in  fact 
be  a love  token  of  sorts.  Two  puzzling  things  about  it  are  a)  the  "arrow"  on  the  letter 
R,  and  b)  the  small  T below  the  other  letters.  It’s  a pretty  wild  hypothesis,  I know, 
but  might  not  the  arrow  be  Cupid’s,  signifying  IR’s  amorous  designs  on  EL,  the  T 
below  signifying  "True"?  The  equivalent  for  today’s  love-lom  teenager  would  be  to 
carve  into  a tree  - or,  more  likely  these  days,  to  spray-paint  onto  a wall  - "IR  = EL, 
True"! 


The  parallels  between  engraved  coins  of  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  and  modem 
graffiti  are  quite  interesting,  for  we  can  ask  of  both:  is  it  vandalism  or  art?  It  depends 
both  on  the  nature  of  the  graffiti  and  your  own  point  of  view,  of  course. 


Fig.  2 reproduces  a George  II  shilling  of 
1745  from  which  the  obverse  legend  has 
been  skillfully  removed,  and  in  its  place 
engraved,  very  neatly,  the  inscription, 
"JAMES  WHITING,  BORN  DEC  26, 
1800."  There  is  art  in  this  piece,  I think, 
as  there  is  in  Fig.  3,  a silver  three  penny 
piece  of  Queen  Victoria  dated 
1873,  from  which  the  Queen’s  head  has 
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Actual  Size  x2  Magnification 

Fig.  3 


been  removed  (not  an  unknown  event  in  English  history,  of  course,  particularly  during 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII!)  and  in  its  place  engraved  the  initials  L L in  old  fashioned 
cursive  script  (Just  possibly  the  letters  are  SS,  but  LL  seems  more  likely.)  The 
elaborate  flowery  design  suggests  that  LL  was  a young  lady,  who  clearly  wore  this 
as  a pendant. 


Fig.  4 

But  what  of  Fig.  4,  a Cartwheel  Penny  of  1797,  hammered  almost  smooth  to  make 
way  for  the  boldly  incised  legends,  "JOHN  * WATSON  ***  / * BORN  * MAY  * 20 
* 1818",  with  a central  date  of  "1837",  presumably  the  date  when  the  19  years  old 
John  Watson  defaced  this  coin  of  the  realm  to  preserve  his  name  for  posterity. 
Vandalism  or  art?  Does  age  make  this  acceptable  as  art  - or  at  least  as  an  historical 
relic  - whilst  spray-painting  in  a subway,  being  recent,  is  vandalism?  Should  we 
really  think  any  more  of  John  Watson  than  we  do  of  the  teenage  vandal  who  takes 
time  to  carve  his  name  and  the  date  into  a park  bench?  Visitors  to  places  like  the 
Tower  of  London  know  that  old  graffiti  scratched  into  the  walls  by  past  inmates  are 
now  relics  of  the  past,  protected  beneath  thick  perspex  covers.  Graffiti  etched  into 
the  base  of  the  Great  Pyramid  by  passing  Roman  tourists  are  fascinating  ancient 
history.  Such  philosophisings  are  apt  to  be  rapidly  abandoned,  however,  if  a modem 
day  John  Watson  sprays  his  name  and  that  of  his  girlfriend  on  your  garden  wall,  no 
matter  how  artistic  the  end  product!  In  the  same  way,  we  regard  the  graffiti  of  the 
modern  lavatory  wall  with  distaste,  at  the  same  time  as  having  antiquarian  reverence 
for  the  graffiti  of  the  brothels  of  Pompeii. 

By  way  of  an  aside  to  the  18th  and  19th  century  fashion  for  engraving  or  punch- 
marking coins,  I once  took  a trip  to  the  Hanging  Rocks  at  Ilkley  in  Yorkshire.  My 
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aim  was  actually  to  visit  some  unusual  ancient  rock-carvings  for  which  the  place  is 
famous  (2),  but  what  l hadn’t  known  about  until  I got  there  and  saw  it  for  myself  was 
the  huge  rocky  outcrop  into  which  numerous  of  our  19th  century  fore-fathers  had 
laboriously  carved  their  names,  often  with  the  name  of  the  town  from  which  they 
came,  plus  the  date,  sometimes  in  deeply  incised  letters  fully  two  to  three  inches  high 
(e.g.  J. JOHNSON,  MELSONBY,  1833).  They  must  have  spent  many  hours  doing  this 
- one  can  imagine  picnics  taking  place  at  the  base  of  the  rock  as  some  members  of 
the  family  chiselled  away.  Why?  One  wonders  if  this  exercise  bears  some  relation 
to  the  ancient  stone  carvings  a few  hundred  feet  away,  and  if  the  impulse  to  chisel 
rock  in  isolated  places  - ancient  or  modern  - bears  some  relation  to  the  impulse  which 
drove  someone  to  set  up  a plaque  in  this  same  place  displaying  a rendering  of  the  text 
of  Psalm  68.4! 

But  we  are  drifting  away  from  engraved  coins  now  - or  are  we?  There  is  a curious 
fascination  in  collecting  these  personalised  relics  of  the  past  which  is  not  unlike  that 
which  leads  one  to  read  the  gravestones  in  an  old  cemetery  (or  the  names  on  the 
rocky  outcrop  at  Ilkley !):  one  wonders  who  these  people  were  and  what  sort  of  lives 
they  led.  Indeed,  the  inscriptions  on  some  engraved  coins  are  very  much  akin  to 
epitaphs  - as,  for  example,  "Cast  for  Death"  coins  (3),  or  coins  recording 
transportation  for  criminal  offences.  And  just  as  one  sometimes  finds  puzzling  or 
cryptic  gravestones,  so  too  one  finds  puzzling  and  cryptic  engraved  coins. 


Fig.  5 shows  a Victorian  halfpenny  which  has  had  its  reverse  filed  smooth  and  in  its 
place  engraved  the  inscription:  "Stolen  from  Lizzie  Fairservice  after  a desperate 
struggle.  G.  Mackieson,  23/1 1/90".  I would  dearly  love  to  know  the  story  behind 
this  enigmatic  inscription,  but  I doubt  I ever  will,  unfortunately,  the  persons  concerned 
having  long  vanished  into  history  (4).  The  expression  "to  steal  a kiss"  comes  to 
mind,  of  course,  and  suggests  that  perhaps  this  is  an  unusual  type  of  love  token,  but 
really  this  is  no  more  than  wild  guesswork.  One  hopes,  for  Lizzie’s  sake,  that  a kiss 
was  all  that  was  stolen  on  the  23rd  of  November  1890! 


Fig.  5 


Fig.  6 is  another  oddity  that  sets  the  imagination  racing,  a Victorian  shilling  with  its 
reverse  filed  smooth  and  engraved,  in  a very  neat  style,  "The  Bogie  Man,  1891, 
January".  The  Bogie  Man  is  most  likely  a nickname,  of  course,  but  how  was  it 
earned?  Had  it  been  a couple  of  years  older,  I might  have  had  some  sleepless  nights 
pondering  that  one,  for  at  that  time  Jack  the  Ripper  was  staLking  the  streets  of 
Whitechapel As  it  is,  there’s  still  plenty  of  scope  for  the  imagination! 

Notes. 

(1)  See  "Love  Tokens"  by  Philip  Meldrum,  in  Coin  Monthly , Oct.  1972,  pp.48-50; 
also  an  article  by  the  same  author  in  Brian  Edge’s  First  Dictionary  of 
Paranumismatica  (1991),  pp.74-75. 

(2)  See,  for  example,  Jean  McMann’s  Riddles  of  the  Stone  Age  (1980),  plates  106- 
108. 

(3)  Re.  George  Hall,  "cast  for  death"  at  Newgate  on  7th  Dec.  1827  {NI 
BULLETIN , Jan.  1993,  p.13),  there  appears  to  be  no  trace  of  him  in  J.  L. 
Rayner  & G.  T.  Crook’s  Complete  Newgate  Calendar  (1926;  5 vols.). 

As  Michael  Behrend  points  out,  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary  does  list  one 
old  meaning  of  the  word  "cast"  as  "condemned".  Thus  "cast  for  death"  (or 
transportation)  means  simply  "condemned  to  death"  (or  transportation). 

(4)  I say  this  with  caution,  having  said  the  same  about  the  persons  named  on 
"FPB’s"  engraved  coins  ( NI  BULLETIN , Jan.  1993,  p.14).  It  transpires  that 
one  Edward  Bensly  did  tentatively  identify  Maria  Isabella  Jacoba  Moretus  as 
a member  of  a famous  family  of  printers  at  Antwerp  - see  Notes  & Queries , 
12th  series,  vol.  3,  p.399.  FPB’s  engraved  coins,  incidentally,  are  all  listed  in 
"Examples  of  Engraved  Coins  selected  from  a Collection  formed  by  Mrs.  Ella 
Pierrepont  Barnard"  in  the  British  Numismatic  Journal  vol.  XIV  (2nd  Series 
vol.  4),  1918,  pp.  151-198  - see  nos.  159,  172,  184  & 246  in  this  fascinating 
compilation. 

Postscript  on  Fig.  1 : I have  now  had  the  opportunity  of  weighing  this  engraved  piece 
in  relation  to  a VF  specimen  of  the  same  type.  Since  the  former  turns  out  to  be  12% 
lighter  that  the  latter,  it  would  appear  that  the  reverse  was  filed  smooth  before 
engraving,  rather  than  the  engraving  being  done  on  a blank  reverse,  as  I thought  in 
NI  BULLETIN , January  1993,  p.l  1.  This  being  the  case,  and  since  mis-strikes  do  get 
into  circulation,  this  may  well  not  be  the  production  of  a bored  mint  worker  after  all, 
though  the  use  of  a mis-strike  for  engraving  remains  an  odd  combination. 

jjc  5$C  jjc  3|C  jjc  5|C  jjc  )jc  )J(  5|C  jjc  5|C  5|C  3jC  5|c  ?jc  jjc  3jc  3jc  jjc  3|c  5J,  jjc  #Jc  3jc  5(c  5jc  jj?  )Jc  jjc  jjc  3jc  3jc  5jc  )jc  3|c  j|c  5jC  3jC  Jjc  ^Jc  jjc  3jC 

THE  SOL  AUX  BALANCES 

The  Sol  aux  Balances  is  the  name  of  an  imitation  of  the  French  Sol  that  was  issued 
in  1793  for  Santo  Domingo.  Its  name  is  derived  from  the  pair  of  scales  on  the  coin’s 
reverse. 
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(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


MEMORABLE  DEEDS,  FORGOTTEN,  UNKNOWN,  GONE? 
A quest  to  recognize  a noble  soul. 


Arthur  J.  Majewski,  Detroit,  Michigan,  NI  # 1166 


Can  humanity  forget  the  charge  of  the  Light  Brigade,  the  beau  geste,  white  feathers, 
Iwo  Jima?  Can  past  dedication,  sacrifice  and  bravery  be  buried  with  the  Unknown 
Soldier?  Can  his  contribution  be  ignored?  Can  any  dedication  be  forgot? 

A historic  military  relic  has  surfaced  begging  to  be  identified,  and  replaced  in  its 
rightful  rung  in  history.  What  is  it,  to  who  awarded  and  for  which  services?  No 
known  brothers  or  copies  are  presently  known  to  exist.  Native  numismatists  do  not 
know  its  origin  or  significance.  Perhaps  some  relative,  brother  in  arms,  or  scholar  can 
cast  some  light  on  this  subject.  Initially  it  is  not  the  star  or  badge  of  any  known 
Order,  medal,  decoration,  award  or  any  regimental  badge. 


In  general,  it  is  a silver  device  with  a crowned  Polish  Eagle  grasping  the  bottom  of 
a formee  cross  with  both  its  claws.  In  the  center  is  a red  and  white  medallion  with 
the  letters  RP.  The  legend  on  the  cross  is  as  follows: 

Upper  arm:  "DOBRO/Panstwa"  Left  Arm:  "NAJWY" 

Right  arm:  "ZSZEM"  Bottom  Arm:  "PRAWEM" 

The  size  of  the  device  is  2-2/3"  high  or  7 cm  and  2-1/2"  wide  or  6 cm.  The  weight 
is  1-1/2  ounces. 

The  legend  "DOBRO  Panstwa  NAJWYZSZEM  PRAWEM"  translates  as  "The  good 
of  the  State  is  the  highest  law."  (In  the  United  States  the  Constitution  is  the  highest 
law  of  the  land.) 

The  medallion  is  divided  vertically  into  halves.  The  left  is  white  with  the  letter  "R", 
while  the  right  is  red  with  the  letter  "P".  Both  colors  are  enamel.  (It  is  interesting 
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to  note  the  medallion’s  red  and  white  colors  are  vertical,  unlike  the  customary 
horizontal  position.) 

The  reverse  is  blank,  except  for  the  screw  pin.  The  screw  top  button  (copper)  reads: 
R.  DALKOWSKI  TORUN,  two  stars,  horizontal  dashes  and  decorative  devices. 

What  it  is  not. 

TOKEN  OR  FORGERY.  The  quality  and  detail  is  too  splendid  to  be  a token, 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  counterfeit  what  does  not  exist. 

CHURCH  ORDER.  Nothing  religious  connects  it  to  the  Church. 

Examination  of  the  evidence. 

CROWN.  Its  presence  precludes  possibilities  of  any  connection  to 
communism  (1949-1992).  But  the  Polish  Government  in  exile  (London)  is  not 
excluded  (1939-1992). 

TORUN.  All  connections  to  any  Polish  government  (1795-1918)  are  non- 
existent. During  the  partitions  of  Poland,  the  city  was  under  German 
administration,  and  thus  would  have  been  called  "Thom".  Between  1918  and 
1939,  and  after  1945,  this  would  be  proper. 

RP.  After  World  War  I,  the  Polish  state  was  referred  to  as:  Rzeczpospolita 
Polska  or  the  Republic  of  Poland,  and  used  the  letters  "RP"  frequently. 
During  World  War  II  the  Government  in  exile  (1939-1992)  used  said  letters. 
The  Polish-Lithuanian  Commonwealth  (1386-1795)  used  titles  such  as:  Rex 
Polon,  or  Regni  Polonarium.  But  in  any  such  event,  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Poland  would  ordinarily  follow. 

EAGLE’S  WING  SPREAD.  The  usual  Polish  eagle’s  wing  spread  is  not  in 
evidence  on  this  specimen,  however,  nor  is  it  drooping  as  in  the  prisoner  of 
war  medals  of  World  War  I (Wesolowski  #845).  Could  there  be  some 
relationship  with  President  Narutowicz’s  assassination? 

Decision. 

Most  probably  it  was  bestowed  between  1919  and  1939.  All  historic  evidence 
points  to  this  verdict,  and  none  rebuts  it.  Additionally,  it  could  rank  high  in 
the  escutcheons  scheme.  Mention  of  the  highest  law  plus  its  rarity  and 
uniqueness  supports  this  supposition. 

Conclusion. 

Is  it  connected  with  Marshal  Pilsudski?  General  Haller?  President 
Narutowicz? 
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Background  and  earlier  attempts  at  identification. 

The  device  was  purchased  at  a coin  show  in  Detroit,  Michigan  about  1968. 
The  dealer’s  name  cannot  be  recalled,  and  the  price  was  rather  insignificant. 

Subsequent  coin  shows,  periodicals  and  books,  plus  research  into  Polish 
sources  (in  both  Polish  and  English  languages)  has  failed  to  shed  any  light  on 
either  the  shield  or  the  insignia). 

Some  Polish  army  veterans  assert  that  it  was  not  unusual,  after  Russia  joined 
the  Germans  in  the  World  War  II  attack  against  the  Polish  State,  for  Polish 
troops  to  ransack  museums  before  leaving  Poland. 

Professor  Wenceslas  J.  Wagner  (University  of  Detroit  Law  School, 
Jagiellonian  University  at  Krakow  and  lecturer  throughout  Europe,  speaking 
in  Polish,  English  and  French),  after  discussing  this  matter  with  Warsaw 
numismatic  organizations,  informs  this  writer  that  they  were  not  aware  of  this 
insignia. 

THE  ZER-MAHBUB 

This  is  also  spelled  Zar-mahbub  and  is  a gold  coin  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  They 
weigh  from  37  to  40  grains.  If  these  coins  were  struck  in  Constantinople,  they  were 
commonly  called  a "Stanbul",  but  if  they  were  struck  at  Cairo,  they  were  named 
"Misri". 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

**  *************************  ****■*■*★★  ***********  *-.v******************** 


THE  BICHE 

The  Biche  was  a copper  coin  struck  by  the  French  at  Pondichery  for  Mahe  on  the 
Malabar  Coast.  It  corresponded  to  the  Pice  of  India  and  is  the  fifteenth  part  of  a 
Fanam. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

Vf*******^--'r-.'.--.'.--'.'****  *******  ★*★*■*■***★***★*■*•**■*■****■*■**  **•**★*■*■****★*★* 


VATICAN  CITY  COINS  HAVE  OFFICIAL  EXCHANGE  RATE 

Did  you  know  that  the  coins  of  the  Vatican  have  an  official  exchange  rate,  but  are 
kept  as  souvenirs  and  collectors  items? 


(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 
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THE  POSSIBLE  ORIGIN  OF  THE  $ - SIGN 

Wolfgang  Bertsch,  G under nhausen,  Germany,  NI  # 2067 


The  "Pillar"  Dollar  (Spanish  columnario)  is  well  known  to  collectors  of  world  crowns. 
It  was  first  struck  in  the  Mexico  City  Mint  from  1732  onwards.  Other  Spanish- 
American  mints  followed  suit,  among  these  Potosf  which  in  1770  produced  the  piece 
which  I illustrate  below. 


Weight:  26.94g.  Diameter:  39.5mm 

The  last  date  of  the  "Pillar"  Dollar  is  1772,  the  year  when  a new  coin  design  was 
introduced,  portraying  the  Spanish  king’s  bust.  I don’t  want  to  elaborate  on  the 
history  of  this  fascinating  coin  since  numerous  publications  exist  on  this  subject  (1). 
However,  I would  like  to  point  out  that  this  coin  probably  furnished  the  prototype  of 
the  dollar-sign  which  we  use  to  this  very  day  and  which  for  most  people  worldwide 
stands  for  "money"  in  the  widest  sense.  In  the  two  vertical  bars  of  the  dollar  sign  we 
can  recognize  the  two  columns  of  the  reverse  of  the  "Pillar"  Dollar  which  represent 
the  so  called  "Columns  of  Hercules",  marking  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  which  before 
the  discovery  of  America  meant  the  gate  to  the  unknown  world.  The  ribbons  which 
are  wrapped  around  the  two  columns  bear  the  inscription  "PLUS  ULTRA"  ("[There 
is]  more  beyond")  and  probably  inspired  the  S-shaped  line  which  forms  the  remaining 
part  of  the  $ - sign. 

Probably  long  before  this  sign  became  established  in  the  United  States  it  was  possibly 
used  by  Spanish  colonial  bookkeepers  and  treasurers  and  in  republican  times  it 
continued  to  be  used  to  denote  Pesos  and  other  currencies  of  the  independent 
countries  of  Latin  America  (2). 

Notes  and  References 


(1)  Perez,  S.  Gilbert,  "The  ’Dos  Mundos’  Pillar  Dollars",  Philippine  Numismatic 
Monographs,  Nr.  1,  The  Philippine  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society,  Manila 
1948. 

Bergman,  Walter,  "The  Impressive  Pillar  Dollar",  NI  BULLETIN , Vol.  17,  No.  10 
(October,  1983),  pp.339-345. 
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(2)  The  possible  origin  of  the  dollar  sign  expounded  above  is  mentioned  in  the 
following  publication: 

Casa  de  la  Moneda  de  Chile,  Memoria  1974-1983,  Santiago  de  Chile,  n.d.,  p.26. 

(I  believe  however  that  this  explanation  was  already  suggested  before  by  other 
authors.) 


Bob  Forrest , Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 

In  1767  The  Gentleman’ s Magazine  (vol.  37,  p.341)  published  the  following  letter: 
"Mr  Urban, 

The  inclosed  (see  the  plate,  fig.  4)  is  an  exact  representation  of  a 
copper  coin,  lately  found  with  many  others,  near  Chepstow  in 
Monmouthshire,  and  now  in  my  possession. 

As  no  history  (that  I have  read)  mentions  the  emperor  Sardonius,  your 
inserting  it  in  your  useful  Magazine,  will,  I flatter  myself,  be  agreeable 
to  many  of  your  correspondents,  especially. 


The  accompanying  illustration  (vol.  37,  facing  p.297!)  is  reproduced  here: 


This  is  one  "from  the  archives"  that  has  so  far  defeated  firm  attribution.  It  is  clearly 
a fantasy  piece,  a parody  of  a Roman  antoninianus,  and,  puzzlingly,  two  dealers 
(Robert  Tye  and  Paul  Withers),  I showed  it  to  both,  independently,  had  a nagging 
feeling  that  they’d  seen  it  before  somewhere,  but  couldn’t  remember  where.  The 
latter  suspects  that  it  is  probably  German  and  17th  or  18th  century  in  date,  and  offers 
the  interesting  observation  that  Sardonius  and  Hilaritas  suggest  sardonic  laughter,  thus 
perhaps  implying  that  it  is  a satirical  piece  of  some  sort.  If  any  reader  of  the  NI 
BULLETIN  has  any  information  or  further  suggestions  relevant  to  this  piece,  then  I 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  from  them! 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVES  - H 


Yours,  Antiq.  Amat." 
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BOOK  NEWS  81  REVIEWS 


CHINESE  TOKEN  LIST.  Compiled  and  issued  by  Bruce  W.  Smith.  Available 
from  Bruce  W.  Smith,  P.O.  Box  382266,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  Price  is  $1.00  or 
Self  Addressed  Stamped  Envelope. 

The  largest  listing  of  Chinese  tokens  ever  offered  for  sale  has  been  released  by  Bruce  W. 
Smith,  former  publisher  of  East  Asia  Journal  and  recent  recipient  of  a Masters  Degree 
in  East  Asian  Studies  from  Harvard  University.  Approximatley  400  different  tokens 
from  mainland  China  appear  on  the  list.  The  tokens  come  from  171  different  issuers 
(138  attributed)  in  98  different  cities  in  24  provinces,  including  such  remote  areas  as 
Qinghai,  Inner  Mongolia,  Heilongjiang  and  Xinjiang  (Sinkiang).  The  tokens  were 
issued  by  a variety  of  firms  and  organizations  including  banks,  hospitals,  lumber  mills, 
textile  mills,  steel  mills,  breweries,  coal  and  copper  mines,  schools  and  colleges,  oil 
refineries,  city  governments,  and  shipyards. 

Among  the  more  unusual  issuers  are  a TV  station,  a tungsten  mine,  a honey  company, 
a tax  collection  office,  and  a Volkswagen  auto  assembly  plant.  Tokens  from  two 
different  military  units  are  also  listed  as  well  as  a set  of  what  appear  to  be  transportation 
tokens  from  Liaoning. 

Most  of  the  tokens  listed  are  for  use  in  the  company  canteen,  but  some  are  actually  scrip 
issued  for  circulation  within  a factory  or  other  organization.  The  canteen  tokens  are 
usually  in  denominations  of  1 yuan  or  less,  well  the  scrip  commonly  comes  in  values  of 
5 or  10  yuan.  Factory  scrip  in  denominations  of  100  and  even  1000  yuan  are  known  to 
exist.  One  hundred  yuan  is  a typical  month's  pay  for  factory  workers. 

During  the  past  five  years,  Smith  obtained  some  8,000  tokens  from  his  network  of  more 
than  60  suppliers  throughout  China.  After  putting  aside  two  of  each  for  his  own 
collection,  the  remaining  2,500  pieces  are  offered  for  sale  on  this  list. 


STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  MUNICIPAL  TOKENS  AND  NOTES. 
By  Serge  Pelletier.  Published  by  Saint  Eligius  Press.  Colorful  plastic  coated 
cardboard  cover,  7 3/4x9 1/2  inches,  432  pages,  and  photographs.  Available  from 
The  Saint  Eligius  Press,  P.O.  Box  103,  Sainte  Julie,  Quebec,  Canada,  J3E  1X5. 
Price  is  $38.50  Canadian  or  $35.00  U.S. 

The  book,  limited  to  2500  copies  printed  by  Serge's  new  publishing  company,  The  Saint 
Eligius  Press,  contains  over  2100  photographs,  including  100  enlarged  photographs 
showing  varieties.  The  first  section  of  the  work  covers  Canadian  municipal  trade  tokens 
(formerly  known  in  Canada  as  trade  dollars)  while  the  second  section  covers  municipal 
trade  notes.  The  trade  tokens  are  classified  by  the  municipality  in  which  they  were 
issued.  The  municipalities  are  listed  alphabetically  under  the  province  or  territory  in 
which  they  are  situated. 


242 


Brief  background  information  on  the  municipality,  and  events  or  things  commemorated 
on  the  municipality's  tokens  are  given  for  each  municipality.  This  is  followed  by  general 
information  on  each  issue  of  trade  token  in  the  municipality  and  includes  issuing  agency, 
designer,  mint,  diameter,  edge,  composition,  and  weight  for  each  metal  if  more  than  one 
metal  was  issued.  A clear,  actual  size  photograph  of  both  sides  of  each  token  is  then 
given  and  under  the  photograph.  Serge's  catalogue  number  and  a brief  description  of 
what  is  pictured  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Lastly,  there  is  a table  for  the  tokens 
of  each  issuer  for  each  year  and  each  metal  giving  the  following  data:  an  empty  square 
to  be  checked  off  by  the  collector  if  the  piece  is  in  his  collection,  Serge’s  catalogue 
number,  the  metal,  mintage,  and  a valuation.  Municipal  trade  notes  are  catalogued  in  a 
the  same  manner  as  the  tokens.  A reduced  size  photograph  of  only  the  obverse  of  the 
various  notes  is  shown. 

A 13  page  bilingual  introduction  explains  municipal  trade  tokens  and  the  hobby  of 
collecting  them.  An  index  of  issuing  municipalities,  listed  alphabetically  by  province 
and  catalogue  number  is  also  included. 

The  catalogue  is  the  result  of  very  long  and  detailed  research  on  the  part  of  Serge 
Pelletier,  who  started  the  hobby  of  collecting  Canadian  municpal  trade  tokens  for  the 
public  in  1980  with  the  publication  of  his  first  check-list  on  the  subject.  This,  in  turn,  has 
revitalized  interest,  even  by  some  Canadians,  in  collecting  United  States  municipal 
currency  and  the  publication  by  a Canadian  of  the  only  recent  check-list  on  the  subject. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 

********************************************************************* 

U.S.  COINS  CIRCULATED  IN  HONDURAS 

Did  you  know  that  because  of  a coin  shortage  in  1947  in  Honduras,  U.S.  coins  up  to 
50  cents  were  imported  as  a circulating  medium? 


(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

MONTENEGRO  COIN  LEGEND 

Did  you  know  that  the  legend  on  Montenegro  silver  coins  reads  in  part  "By  the  Grace 
of  God,  Prince  and  Lord  of  Black  Mountain"? 


(Submitted  by  Marlin  Etzel) 

********************************************************************* 


THE  FOLLIS 

The  Follis  was  introduced  by  Diocletian’s  coinage  reform.  This  bronze  coin  with  a 
silver  wash  resembled  the  As  coin  of  the  earlier  empire. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


W.  Bertsch,  Bahnhofstr.  34,  64380  Rossdorf  (Gundernhausen),  Germany; 

WANTED:  Information  on  Maidive  Islands  paper  money  which  goes  beyond  the 
short  discussion  on  this  subject  by  T.  Browder.  Also  interested  to  buy  or  swap 
Maldivian  bank  notes. 

Stephen  M.  Huston,  P,  O.  Box  193621,  San  Francisco,  CA  94119-3621:  I am 

beginning  a project  tided  Dafne  Revisited , to  encourage  all  students,  collectors, 
numismatists,  historians,  etc.,  to  send  me  any  and  all  details  they  have  on  examples 
of  the  Dafne  coinage  and  evidence  for  theories  explaining  the  design  and  inscription. 
I will  compile  all  information  submitted  in  the  next  year,  and  provide  the  results  then 
for  publication.  This  not  an  opinion  poll;  send  information  on  the  coins,  their 
explanation  and  historical  support  for  the  explanations.  This  should  provide  a 
clearinghouse  for  the  evidence  on  the  theories. 

David  Mullins,  P.  O.  Box  17571,  Nashville,  TN  37217:  Still  looking  for  the  Malta 
dog  coin,  1977,  1 Pound  (KM-45).  Does  anyone  have  one  for  sale  in  Uncirculated 
condition?  Is  this  coin  all  that  scarce?  Please  help  me  locate  a copy  of  this  coin. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  HI,  P.  O.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-626:  Unattributed 
cash-style  coins  in  collectors  or  dealer  stock,  which  the  owners  think  might  be 
Vietnamese,  or  Chinese-made  for  use  in  Viet  Nam,  but  are  not  sure  of  their  source. 
Want  to  see  these  pieces  for  my  research  and  possible  inclusion  in  my  Imperial  Viet 
Nam  Coins  and  Currency  book.  I will  return  to  owners  with  my  opinion  of  each 
piece.  Call  703-560-0744,  if  this  is  easier  for  you  to  initially  contact  me. 

W.  Bertsch,  Bahnhofstr.  34,  64380  Rossdorf  (Gundernhausen),  Germany:,  For  a 

study  on  early  Tibetan  banknotes  (A.D.  1912/13)  I would  need  clear  photocopies  of 
all  notes  existing,  excepting  the  5 Tam  value.  Anybody  owning  such  a note  is 
encourage  to  write.  In  exchange  I can  supply  information  on  Tibetan  paper  money. 

Buzz  Patch,  P.  O.  Box  17197,  Tucson,  Arizona  85731:  I’m  trying  to  do  some 
research  on  the  Weimar  Republic  and  I’m  looking  for  any  reference  material  or  books 
about  the  commemorative  coins  of  this  era.  I would  also  like  to  contact  anyone 
knowledgeable  in  this  area 

Gustav  Lompa,  Leuchterstr.  221,  51069  Koln,  Germany:  WANTED  - Medals 
relating  to  Ottoman  Empire  history  (persons,  events).  Single  offers  or  lists  welcome. 
Please  describe  and  write  before  mailing. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  See  pages  224-225  of  this  issue  for  rules  governing 
the  sending  of  items  for  attribution. 
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